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August 28 — OPENING DAY
Torah 1: Tanach - Getting to Know You


      Introduction to Life Cycle/Covenant


      The student will be able to:

· List the events that comprise the Jewish life cycle

· Birth/Brit Milah/Naming

· Bar/Bat Mitzvah

· Consecration/Confirmation

· Marriage

· Death

· Define Covenant as the mutual bond between God and the Jewish people

· Explain how each life cycle event is a way of remembering the Covenant

September 4 — NO SCHOOL – LABOR DAY HOLIDAY
September 11 – 5th Grade Family Activity Day
Torah 2: Meet the Prophets
Torah 3: Joshua: Warrior Prophets

Accepting Responsibility

The students will be able to:

· Identify three responsibilities in their lives

· Participate in a discussion of what responsibilities we have as Jews

· Evaluate whether one can be Jewish if one does not accept responsibility

September 18

Torah 4: Deborah: Bringing Light to Her World
Torah 5: Jonah and Jeremiah - The Reluctant Prophets
September 25  
Rosh Hashanah 
The students will be able to:

· Identify Rosh Hashanah as the Jewish New Year.

· Compare and contrast Rosh Hashanah and the secular New Year.

· Identify Rosh Hashanah as Yom HaDin, the day God judges us.

· Explain our relationship with God by looking at the Aveinu Malkeinu prayer.

· Compare Rosh Hashanah foods from around the world. (Torah Aura: High Holiday Foods)
· Participate in a Shofar workshop with the Shofar Factory
· Recognize and explain appropriate vocabulary for the holiday

October 2
Yom Kippur

The students will be able to:
· Decide reasons why we atone every year.

· Reflect on the concept of repentance as returning to the right path after “missing the mark.”

· Suggested resource: “Missing the Mark” an Instant Lesson by Torah Aura.
· Compare Yom Kippur foods from around the world. (Torah Aura: High Holiday Foods)
· Recognize and explain appropriate vocabulary for the holiday

October 9
Sukkot 

The students will be able to:

· Students will learn appropriate vocabulary for the holiday

· Compare and contrast Sukkot and Thanksgiving.

· Recall and define four names for Sukkot.

· Identify Sukkot as one of the three pilgrimage festivals.

· Discuss the significance of pilgrimages and sacrifices in today’s world. 

· Decorate a sukkah.

· Describe dishes made from harvest fruits and vegetables. (Torah Aura: Harvest Food)
· Recognize and explain appropriate vocabulary for the holiday


October 16
Simchat Torah

The students will be able to:

· Explain the importance of Torah in our lives.

· Define Shemini Atzeret and explain why it is connected with Simchat Torah.

· Explain the history of Simchat Torah.

· Recognize and explain appropriate vocabulary for the holiday
October 23
Torah 6: Amos and Isaiah: The Intolerant
Torah 7: Elijah: Who Was He? Who Is He?
October 30
Torah 8: Reform Judaism: Response to Prophecy
Torah 9: Your Sons and Daughters Shall Prophesy
What Makes a Jewish home?
The students will be able to:

· Discuss what makes a home a Jewish home

· Identify the symbols and articles associated with a Jewish home

· Identify other characteristics of a Jewish home

November 6
Avodah 1: The Prayer to Action Connection
Avodah 2: Introduction to the Amidah
November 13
Avodah 3: Amidah Section 1: B'rachot of Praise

Consecration and Confirmation


      The students will be able to:

· Define Consecration as a ceremony that marks the beginning of a special part of their life: Religious School
· Describe the elements of the consecration ceremony as celebrated at Touro

· Define Confirmation as the ceremony of re-commitment to the Torah and the Jewish people

· Explain the connection between Confirmation and the holiday of Shavuot

· Recall the history of Confirmation in the Reform tradition

· Describe the elements of the Confirmation ceremony as celebrated at Touro

November 20
Avodah 6: The Aleinu Prayer: Choosing God

Brit Milah and Naming

The students will be able to:

· Describe the Brit Milah ceremony and identify the Jewish ceremonial aspects of the ceremony

· Describe a Jewish Naming ceremony

· Identify key vocabulary associated with each ceremony

November 27    No School – Thanksgiving Break 

December 4

Avodah 8: Israel in our Prayers
Avodah 9: The Prayer to Action Wrap-up
December 11

Chanukah
      Students will be able to:
· Recall the Chanukah story.

· Compare and contrast Chanukah celebrations in the United States and Israel.

· Discuss whether Chanukah is a religious or a national holiday.

· Define the “December dilemma.”

· Compare and contrast the celebrations of 

· Chanukah and other winter holidays. 

· Explore the history and customs of Chanukah foods. (Torah Aura: Chanukah Foods)
· Recognize and explain appropriate vocabulary for the holiday
December 18

Avodah 4: Amidah Section 2: B'rachot of Petition
Avodah 5: Amidah Section 3: B'rachot of Thanksgiving

December 25 ~ No School – Winter Recess

January 1 ~ No School – Winter Recess

January 8
Gemilut Chasidim 1: K'hilah: The Jewish Community
Gemilut Chasidim 2: Al Tifrosh Min Hatzibur: Do Not Separate Yourself from the Jewish 
                                Community
January 15
Avodah 7: The Kaddish Prayer: Remembering and Affirming God
Gemilut Chasidim 3: K'vod HaMet: Showing Honor to the Dead

      Death and Mourning


      The students will be able to:

· Describe the procedure followed when someone dies
· Analyze the English meaning of the Kaddish prayer

· Suggest reasons why the English translation of Kaddish never mentions death

January 22 

      Torah Portions and the Jewish Calendar


      Students will be able to:

· Explore the structure of the Jewish calendar/lunar cycle

· Describe the process of choosing a Torah portion in conjunction with the Jewish calendar

      History of the Bar/Bat Mitzvah 

      Students will be able to: 

· Recall the the origins of the Bar and Bat Mitzvah traditions

January 29
Gemilut Chasidim 4: Conversion: Becoming Part of the Jewish Community
Gemilut Chasidim 5: Keruv: Welcoming Jews by Choice into the Jewish Community

Conversion

      Students will be able to: 

· Discuss the idea of accepting a religion into which one was not born

· Express an understanding of the concept of conversion to Judaism

· Outline the elements of the ceremony

· Decribe the Reform Jewish beliefs about conversion

February 5

TuB'Shevat 
Students will be able to:
· Explain the special relationship between the JNF and Tu B’Shevat.

· Explain why the JNF is so important to Israel.

· Identify Tu B’Shevat as one of the four different 

· Jewish New Years.

· Participate in a Tu B’Shevat Seder 

· Identify Tu B’Shevat food from Israel. (Torah Aura: Tu B’Shevat and Israeli Food)
· Recognize and explain appropriate vocabulary for the holiday
February 12   No School – Mardi Gras Break

February 19   No School – Mardi Gras Break
February 26 



      Marriage

      Students will be able to: 

· Describe the traditional Jewish marriage ceremony

· Define key terms associated with the traditional marriage ceremony

March 4
      Purim 

Students will be able to:
· Review the Purim story. 

· Discuss the meaning of the Al HaNissim prayer as it relates to the “miracle of Purim.”

· Review Esther’s role in the Purim story and discuss whether she should have married the King.

· Consider whether or not Esther had a Jewish wedding.
· Explore the history and customs of Purim foods. (Torah Aura: Purim Food)
· Recognize and explain appropriate vocabulary for the holiday
March 11

Marriage continued

      Students will be able to: 

· Explain the symbols associated with a Jewish wedding

· Participate in a mock wedding ceremony
March 18 ~ MITZVAH DAY
March 25
Gemilut Chasidim 6: Justice in the Community
Gemilut Chasidim 7: Tzedakah Session 1: How to Choose Where to Give  

April 1 —  PESACH MODEL SEDER 

      
      Pesach

The student will be able to:
· Recall the story of Pesach.

· Name the Ten Plagues.

· List the four titles of Pesach.

· Recall the order of the Seder.

· Participate in a Pesach model Seder. 

· Passover Food: Identify matzah and other examples of unleavened foods, and discuss the rules for hametz.

· Recognize and explain appropriate vocabulary for the holiday
April 8    No School - Pesach

April 15
Yom Hashoah 

The student will be able to:
· Recall some simple facts about the Holocaust.

· Identify key dates associated with Yom HaShoah.

· Recognize the importance of remembering those who died in the Holocaust by saying the Kaddish.

· Discuss whether the Holocaust had to happen in order to establish the land of Israel as a homeland. 

· Recognize and explain appropriate vocabulary for the holiday
April 22     

Yom Ha'atzmaut

The student will be able to:
· Identify key dates in establishing Israel as a Jewish homeland.

· Define the term Aliyah as moving (up) to the land of Israel and the honor of being called (up) to bless the Torah.

· Name the characteristics of the two Aliyot.

· Learn about the immigrants who have come to Israel from all over the world with different types of Jewish culture. (Torah Aura: Israelis from Around the World)
· Recognize and explain appropriate vocabulary for the holiday
April 29     
Shavuot 

The student will be able to:
· Discuss the traditional view that God gave humanity the Torah versus the alternative view that humanity was inspired by God to write the Torah. 

· Reflect on the idea that what is most important is how the Torah affects who we are and how we live. 

· Discuss the special Shavuot foods and why only dairy is served. (Torah Aura: Shavuot Food)
· Recognize and explain appropriate vocabulary for the holiday
May 6
Year End in Review
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