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August 28 — OPENING DAY

Torah 1: Am Yisrael, Eretz Yisrael and the Brit


Torah 2: Am Yisrael - (Session Alef) - All Jews Are A  Member of Am Yisrael; 



  I am a member of Am Yisrael
September 4 — NO SCHOOL – LABOR DAY HOLIDAY
September 11



Torah 3: Am Yisrael - It Takes 12 Tribes to Create A People


Early Prophets: Joshua and Samuel


The students will be able to:

· Identify the traits, history and characteristics of the early prophets

· Describe Samuel’s temperament

· Discuss the idol worship and the division between the twelve tribes that characterised this era in Israel’s history

September 18


Torah 4: Eretz Yisrael - The Physical Land

Torah 5: Eretz Yisrael - The Land For Our Souls


King Saul


The students will be able to:

· Identify Saul as the first King of Israel

· Exhibit an understanding of the land and history of Israel in the era of King Saul 

September 25
Rosh Hashanah
The students will be able to:
· Identify Rosh Hashanah as the Jewish New Year.

· Create two personal New Year resolutions.

· Learn two appropriate Rosh Hashanah greetings in Hebrew and English.

· Read some of the prayers and blessings for Rosh Hashanah. (Torah Aura: High Holiday Prayers and Blessings)
· Recognize and explain appropriate vocabulary for the holiday
October 2
Yom Kippur

The students will be able to:
· Define Atonement as saying, “I’m sorry.”

· Discuss the two types of Atonement: to friends and to God. 

· Identify personal examples of things we can atone for.

· Read some of the prayers and blessings for Yom Kippur. (Torah Aura: High Holiday Prayers and Blessings)

· Recognize and explain appropriate vocabulary for the holiday 
October 9 ~ 4th Grade Family Activity Day
                 
Sukkot 

The students will be able to:
· Express the importance of giving food to the poor.

· Recall the Sukkot celebration in the synagogue.

· Decorate a sukkah.

· Discuss where Sukkot falls in the calendar and read some of the blessings. (Torah Aura: Celebrating Sukkot)
· Recognize and explain appropriate vocabulary for the holiday 
October 16

Simchat Torah


The students will be able to:
· Identify Simchat Torah as the holiday of rejoicing with the Torah

· Identify the Torah as a source of Jewish stories and history

· Recall and describe the Simchat Torah celebration in the synagogue
· Recognize and explain appropriate vocabulary for the holiday 
October 23
 
Torah 6: Brit - Sh'lach L'cha - Becoming Like Joshua and Caleb (Session Alef)

Torah 7: Brit - Becoming Like Joshua and Caleb (Session Bet)

October 30

Torah 8: Brit - Keeping the Brit

Torah 9: Wrap Up - We Are About to Enter the Land
November 6
 
Avodah 1: Kavanah

Avodah 2: Keva: Why We Pray
November 13

Avodah 3: Siddur Geography - Our Journey Through The Prayer Book
November 20

Avodah 4: The Shema and Its Blessings: Finding Kavanah in Keva 


    (Session Alef: Shema and V'ahavta)

Avodah 5: The Shema and Its Blessings: Creation, Revelation, Redemption 


    (Session Bet: Creation, Revelation, Redemption)

December 4

Avodah 6: Kiddush: Sanctifying Our Lives Through Fixed Prayer and Personal Feelings of 



    Holiness

Avodah 7: Communal and Individual Prayer

December 11

Avodah 8: Blessings of Wonder

Avodah 9: Silent Prayer: Creating A Moment For Ourselves With Our Own Words
December 18


Chanukah

The students will be able to:
· Explain the meaning of the Al HaNissim prayer.

· Compare the bravery of Judah Maccabbee with that of King David. 

· Learn Hannukah songs and blessings, and review the correct way to light the Hanukkiah. (Torah Aura: Chanukah Blessings)
· Recognize and explain appropriate vocabulary for the holiday 
December 25 ~  No School – Winter Recess
January 1  ~  No School – Winter Recess

January 8

Gemilut Chasidim 1: Making Peace Among Friends


Gemilut Chasidim 2: Shalom Bayit: Peace and Harmony at Home      
January 15 

Gemilut Chasidim 3: Accepting Differences: Love Your Neighbor As Yourself

David and Jonathan


The students will be able to:

· Express an understanding of the friendship between David and Jonathan

· Explain the importance of the books of the Prophets and the Writings in the development and understanding of Jewish values  

· Compare and contrast the story of David and Jonathan with existing friendships in their own lives

January 22 



David and Goliath


The students will be able to:

· Retell the story of David and Goliath

· Discuss David’s bravery in this story 
January 29

Gemilut Chasidim 4: Show Honor With Action: Honor Your Parents - Kibud av va'em, 


King David


The students will be able to:

· Recall the facts related to David becoming the second King of Israel 

· Exhibit an understanding of the land and history of Israel in the era of King David

· Compare and contrast King David’s reign with that of King Saul

February 5


TuB'Shevat 

The students will be able to:

· Participate in a Tu B’Shevat Seder 
· Read the Blessing for planting trees and the Blessing over fruit from trees. (Torah Aura: Tree Blessings)
· Recognize and explain appropriate vocabulary for the holiday 
February 12    No School – Mardi Gras Break

February 19    No School – Mardi Gras Break
February 26

Gemilut Chasidim 5: Befriending the Lonely


Later Prophets: Ezra and Nehemiah


The students will be able to:

· Recall the story of Ezra and Nehemiah 

· List the characteristics of Ezra

· List the characteristics of Nehemiah

March 4 ~ Purim Special Day

Purim

The students will be able to:

· Review the characters in the Purim story.

· Discuss the value of friendship that exists in the story.

· Purim Mitzvot and Blessings: Review the background to the Megillah, and read the Blessings before hearing the Megillah.
· Recognize and explain appropriate vocabulary for the holiday 
March 11


Gemilut Chasidim 6: The Danger of Gossip (Lashon Hara)
March 18 ~ MITZVAH DAY


March 25

Gemilut Chasidim 7: Understanding the Elderly 


Gemilut Chasidim 8: Honoring the Elderly - Kibud Zakeinim


Gemilut Chasidim 9: Honoring the Elderly - Intergenerational Program

April 1 — PESACH MODEL SEDER

Pesach 

The students will be able to:
· Recall the story of the Prophet Elijah and his relation to the Passover Seder.

· (Suggested resource: “Elijah,” Torah Aura Instant Lesson 

· Book suggestion: The Man Who Rode With Eliyahu HaNavi, by Leibel Estrin)

· Participate in a Pesach model Seder. 

· Review and chant the four questions. (Torah Aura: Mastering the Four Questions)
· Recognize and explain appropriate vocabulary for the holiday 
April 8      No School – Pesach
April 15

Yom Hashoah 


The students will be able to:

· Become aware of the simple facts of the Holocaust.
· Discuss why it is important to remember something that was so tragic.

· Draw a connection between Yom HaShoah and Yom HaAtzmaut on the calendar.

· Recognize and explain appropriate vocabulary for the holiday 
April 22

Yom Ha'atzmaut

The students will be able to:
· Draw a connection between Yom HaShoah

· and Yom HaAtzmaut on the calendar.

· Discuss the settlement of the new land, the difficulties experienced by the pioneers.

· Discuss the importance of the Jewish State.

· Explore the geography of Biblical Israel and locate places named in the Bible. Visit with Kings in Jerusalem and explore the desert with Samson. (Torah Aura: Biblical Geography)
· Recognize and explain appropriate vocabulary for the holiday 
April 29

Shavuot 

The students will be able to:
· Recall the story of the giving of the Torah on Mt. Sinai.

· The Ten Commandments: Review the Ten Commandments and translate some key phrases.

· Recognize and explain appropriate vocabulary for the holiday 
May 6                   
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