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Kindergarten (Parents)     
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August 28 — OPENING DAY
Creation and the Garden of Eden
Students will be able to:

· Identify Adam and Eve as the first people
· Know Adam and Eve lived in the Garden of Eden
· Associate a garden as a place of beauty
· Care for their own herb gardens as special places just as the Garden of Eden was  

      special for God and Adam and Eve

September 4 — NO SCHOOL – LABOR DAY HOLIDAY
September 11

Creation and Shabbat
Students will be able to:

· Realize Shabbat is the day God rested after creating the world and all things in it
· Identify Shabbat as the seventh day of the week and a day of rest
· Make Challah, a symbol of Shabbat, from dough
· See the other symbols of Shabbat at a Shabbat table
September 18


Torah Alive 4 and 5: Noah’s Ark – Teivat Noach

Tikkun Olam

Students will be able to:

· Define Tikkun Olam as repairing the world
· See Tikkun Olam as a Jewish responsibility
· Devise and discuss ways of doing Tikkun Olam
September 25
Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur
Students will be able to:

· Identify the symbols of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur
· Hear the Shofar being blown
· Taste the sweetness of apples and honey
· Know when it is appropriate to say "I'm sorry"
October 2 
 
                  Yom Kippur
      Students will be able to:

· Identify Yom Kippur as the day to say "I'm sorry" to those we have hurt in the past year
· Students will learn appropriate vocabulary for the holiday



God
      Students will be able to:

· Grasp the concept of God as the creator of the world
· Understand that we pray to God in our liturgy in many ways
· Recognize that we can communicate to God without seeing God
· Resource: BJL - God packet
October 9              


Sukkot 
      Students will be able to:

· Define and describe a Sukkah
· Identify symbols of Sukkot
· Appreciate the beauty of the sukkah.

· Decorate a sukkah.

· Learn appropriate vocabulary for the holiday
October 16

Sukkot
Students will be able to:

· Participate in the Mitzvah of decorating a Succah
· Identify the symbols of Sukkot
· Fulfill the mitzvah of eating in the Succah (snack)

Simchat Torah 
Students will be able to:

· See the Torah as a major symbol of Simchat Torah
· Take a tour of the Bima, see symbols and the Torah
October 23


Saying the Shema/Mezzuzah

Students will be able to:

· Reiterate the importance of the Shema prayer as central to Judaism
· Understand the concept as God as One
· Recall saying the Shema at Consecration
· Review the Shema and know it as a central prayer in our lives
· Hear the words of the V'Ahavta 

(Resource: Building Jewish Life (BJL)- Saying the Shema)

October 30
Shabbat and Havdalah
Students will be able to:

· Realize that Shabbat is special enough to be separate from the rest of the week
· Know Havdalah as the official end to Shabbat until next week
· Associate a braided candle, wine and spices as symbols of Havdalah

November 6
                  
                  Noah's Ark
Students will be able to:

· Recall the story of Noah and the Ark
· Name all the animals that were on the Ark
· Role play animals found on the Ark
November 13 ~ Kindergarten Family Activity Day 
Creation/Shabbat/Motzei Shabbat
                  Students will be able to:

· Recall and review the first six days of creation
· Identify the seventh day as Shabbat, a day of rest
· Understand that we rest on Shabbat because God rested on the seventh day
· Hear and recite the Shabbat blessings for bread, wine, and candles
· Describe in their own words how we prepare and celebrate Shabbat
November 20

                The Jewish Me
Students will be able to:

· Know that they are Jewish - a religion
· Identify with the people in the synagogue
· Discover Jewish songs and vocabulary and Jewish symbols



Tzedakah
      Students will be able to:

· Define Tzedakah as "doing the right thing" (Tzedek literally means righteous)
· Explain that it is right to share what we have with others
· Understand the importance of bringing Tzedakah weekly
December 4
The Synagogue and Synagogue Symbols
Students will be able to:

· Identify symbols seen in the synagogue
· Discover Jewish items in their homes
· Understand what the symbols stand for and mean
December 11 


Chanukah

Students will be able to:

· Identify the symbols of Chanukah
· Play dreidel and eat Soofganiyot (Chanukah doughnuts)
· Create Chanukah gifts for parents and family
· Participate in fun activities related to the holiday
December 18 — PRE-K and TOT CHANUKAH PARTY WITH SISTERHOOD
January 1 ~ No School – Winter Recess
January 8

Torah Alive 10: The Binding of Isaac – Akeidat Yitzchak


Torah Alive 11: Eliezer Finds a Wife for Isaac – Eliezer Motzei Ishah


Mitzvot

Students will be able to:

· Name Mitzvot we can perform
· Discuss the many ways and levels of mitzvot
January 15


Torah Alive 12: The Birthright – HaB’chorah


Torah Alive 13: Isaac Blesses His Sons – Yitzchak M’vareich et Banav

Torah Alive 14: Jacob’s Ladder – Sulam Yaakov

(Continued over)


Brachot

Students will be able to:

· Identify, understand, and use Brachot (Blessings) as a way of remembering, praising, and thanking God
· The students will become familiar with all the blessings one would say over all kinds of foods

January 22

                  
                  Hebrew and Alef Bet
                  Students will be able to:

· Learn some of the Hebrew letters and simple Hebrew words
· Understand Hebrew is the language of Israel and of the Jewish people
· Watch, Shalom Sesame Show 9: Aleph-Bet Telethon   

January  29


Torah Alive 17: Jacob Becomes Israel – Yaakov Neheyah L’Yisrael


Torah Alive 18: Esau Forgives Jacob – S’lichah           

February 5
Learn about the holiday of Tu B'Shevat
Students will be able to:

· Learn to care about trees, our environment and the world
· Taste the fruits of Tu B'Shevat and be introduced to a Tu B'Shevat Seder

Mitzvot and Tikkun Olam

Students will be able to:

· Discuss Tzedakah, how to perform mitzvot and help to repair the world
February 19      No School – Mardi Gras Break
February 26




Torah Alive 19: Joseph’s Coat of Many Colors /Joseph’s Dreams – K’tonet Pasim
                  Torah Alive 20: Joseph is Thrown in the Pit /Joseph Goes to Egypt – Yoseif B’Mitzrayim
 
Torah Alive 21: Joseph Works for Potiphar / Joseph in Jail – Yoseif B’Veit HaSohar

March 4     Special Day 
 
                 Purim

                 Students will be able to: 

· Identify the symbols and characters of Purim

· Participate in and create fun activities related to the holiday
March 11

Torah Alive 22: Pharoah’s Dreams – Chalomot Paroh

           
Torah Alive 23: Joseph and His Brothers Reunited – Yoseif V’Echav


March 18      MITZVAH DAY       

March 25  


Torah Alive 24: Jacob’s Family is Reunited – Yaakov U’Vanav Hitachadu

           
Torah Alive 25: Jacob Blesses Ephraim and Manasseh – Yaakov M’vareich et Efraim U’Menasheh

April 1 

Pesach
                  Students will be able to: 

· Identify the symbols on the Seder plate and create their very own Seder plate
· Hear the story of Passover

· Create Afikomen bags for their use at home
· Participate in a model seder

April 15

Torah Alive 29: Leaving Egypt / Miriam and the Women – Y’tziat Mitzrayim / Miryam


Torah Alive 30: Mount Sinai / Ten Commandments – Aseret HaDibrot 
April 22 
Pre-Kindergarten Family Day and Graduation

Yom HaAtzmaut
· The students and parents together will take a simulated trip to Israel
· All will explore what Israel is like
· All will make an Israeli flag
· All will eat Israeli foods like falafel and hummus
· All PK graduates will receive a book and all others returning next year will receive a gift

April 29 


 Jewish Immigration

      Students will be able to:
· Develop their sensitivity to those who are different from them
· Understand the journey of those coming through Ellis Island and starting new lives in America

· Celebrate cultural diversity and individuality

(References: Molly’s Pilgrim; Rebecca: American Girl)


Mishpachah & Names/Naming

Students will be able to:

· Identify the members of a Mishpachah - family
· Learn the Hebrew words for mother and father
· Understand a Jewish child is born to three parents: mother, father, and God
· Realize in some cases we are named after someone who was very special
· Identify our names with another person who had the same name in our family
(Suggested resource: Sophie's Name, by Phyllis Grode and Shelly O. Haas)

May 6 —  WHOLE SCHOOL CLOSING PROGRAM 
TOURO SYNAGOGUE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
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