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        3rd Grade
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August 28 — OPENING DAY


Torah 1: Introduction to Vayikra - Parashat Kedoshim


Torah 2: Parashat Vayikra: Sacrifice, Gifts, Drawing Near
September 4 — NO SCHOOL – LABOR DAY HOLIDAY

September 11


Torah 3: Shemini - Kashrut - Holy Eating


Torah 4: Kedoshim - Stumbling Block - Session Alef

September 18


Torah 5: Kedoshim - Rebuking - Session Bet

Torah 8: Kedoshim - Love Your Neighbor

September 25
Rosh Hashanah

The students will be able to:
· Identify Rosh Hashanah as the Jewish New Year.

· Create two personal New Year resolutions.

· Learn two appropriate Rosh Hashanah greetings in Hebrew and English.

· Review the calendar for High Holy Days (Torah Aura: High Holiday Season)
· Learn appropriate vocabulary for the holiday

October 2 
Yom Kippur

The students will be able to:
· Define Atonement as saying, “I’m sorry.”

· Discuss the two types of Atonement: to friends and to God. 

· Identify personal examples of things we can atone for.

· Review the calendar for High Holy Days. (Torah Aura: High Holiday Season)
· Recognize and explain appropriate vocabulary for the holiday
October 9
              
Sukkot 
       
The students will be able to:
· Identify Sukkot as the Harvest Festival.

· Recount the history of the sukkah.

· Identify Torah as a source of Jewish stories and history.

· Decorate a sukkah.

· Discuss why it is not Jewish to decorate for Christmas. (Torah Aura: Our First Sukkah)

· Recognize and explain appropriate vocabulary for the holiday

October 16 
                  Simchat Torah
The students will be able to:
· Identify Simchat Torah as the holiday of rejoicing with the Torah.

· Identify the Torah as a source of Jewish stories and history.

· Recall and describe the Simchat Torah celebration in the synagogue.

· Recognize and explain appropriate vocabulary for the holiday
October 23 ~ 3rd Grade Family Activity Day

Torah Workshop

Torah 6: Emor - Shabbat/Others Holy Time


Torah 7: Behar: The Sabbatical Year - Holiness of Earth
October 30

Parts of the Torah


Students will be able to:

· Define key terms associated with the Torah: the books, parashot, etc

· Identify the Torah dress and coverings: keter, yad, etzai chaim, scroll, ink, 

      parchment

     (Suggested Resource: Yoni the Yad, by H. Bogot)


Making a Torah: The Sofer  (Torah Factory)

Students will be able to:

· Define and explain the role of the Sofer who handwrites the Torah scroll

· Recount the steps involved in writing a Torah

November 6

Torah 9: Bechukotai - Rules, Laws, Teachings - Passing It On

Torah


The students will be able to:

· Utilize the Torah and Tanach to find references 
· Names the books of the Torah and the order they are in 

· Locate certain portions of the Torah

November 13  

Avodah 1: Synagogue Helps Us Make Room for God

Avodah 2: Road Sign to God
November 20


Ten Commandments


The students will be able to:

· Have a general discussion and explanation of all the commandments

· Locate the two versions of the Ten Commandments in the Torah: Exodus and Deuteronomy

· Define in their own words the following commandments:


“I am the Lord your God” 


“You shall have no other Gods before me”


“You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain”


“ Remember the Sabbath Day and keep it holy”


“ Honor your mother and your father”


“ You shall not murder”


“ You shall not commit adultery”


“ You shall not steal”


“ You shall not bear false witness”

“ You shall not covet”

NOTE: These last five are grouped together because they are all “negative” mitzvot, ie. sometimes it is good not to do something.

November 27  No School – Thanksgiving Break
December 4


Avodah 6: Everything's b'seder - All Is In Order

Avodah 7: Our Bodies Are A Gift From God
December 11

Chanukah
The students will be able to:
· Name the characters of the Chanukah story: 

· Antiochus, Judah Maccabbee, 

· The Maccabbees, Mattathias.

· Name the Hebrew date on which Chanukah begins.

· Define and explain the phrase “Nes Gadol Haya Sham.”

· Follow Judi on an adventure to find her lost hannukiah in the Torah Aura lesson: The Return of the Junkyard Menorah
· Recognize and explain appropriate vocabulary for the holiday
December 18

Chanukah Continued


Avodah 3: How Do We Relate to God?


Avodah 4: Getting Connected

Avodah 5: Acting Holy
December 25 ~ No Religious School - Winter recess
January 1 ~ No Religious School - Winter recess

January 8

Avodah 9: Taking God Home     

                  Avodah 8: Ordinary Moments Can Be Kadosh 
January 15

      Gemilut Chasidim 1: Taking Responsibility - Doing Gemilut Chasidim

January 22 

Gemilut Chasidim 2: K'lal Yisrael: Helping Jews Around the World
      Gemilut Chasidim 3: Gemilut Chasidim Helping Others and Helping Ourselves
January 29  


Gemilut Chasidim 4: Our Actions Make a Difference: Caring Is Contagious

February 5

TuB'Shevat with Seder


The students will be able to:
· Recognize Tu B’ Shevat as the New Year of trees.

· Compare and contrast two different New Years: 

· Tu B’Shevat and Rosh Hashanah

· Participate in a Tu B’Shevat Seder 

· Listen to the story of Honi who discovers the value of planting trees for our future (Torah Aura: Honi the Circle Maker)

February 12  No School – Mardi Gras Break

February 19
  No School – Mardi Gras Break
February 26
 
Gemilut Chasidim 5: Gemilut Chasidim Every Day

Gemilut Chasidim 6: Gemilut Chasidim Road Map

March 4 ~ Special Day


Purim

The students will be able to:
· Compare and contrast the Torah scroll and the Purim Megillah.

· Review the concept of shalach manot.
· Hear the story of Rob who delivers shalach manot to Mrs. Lurie in Torah Aura: The Purim Project:
· Recognize and explain appropriate vocabulary for the holiday
March 11

Gemilut Chasidim 7: Gemilut Chasidim Holiday Connection - Session Alef 
March 18 ~ MITZVAH DAY
March 25

Gemilut Chasidim 8: Gemilut Chasidim Holiday Connection - Session Bet 


Gemilut Chasidim 9: Gemilut Chasidim Review and Taking Action

April 1  —  PESACH MODEL SEDER 

The students will be able to:

· Tell the story of the Exodus from Egypt by explaining each of the symbols on the Seder plate.

· Participate in a Pesach model Seder. 

· Identify the themes of the Passover story (Torah Aura: Passover Story)
· Recognize and explain appropriate vocabulary for the holiday
April 8   No School - PESACH

April 15    


Yom Hashoah 

The students will be able to:

· Discuss the importance of the Jewish people.

· Discuss the value of freedom, and the rights of all people 
· Learn about civil rights and Abraham Joshua Heschel

April 22    


Yom Ha'atzmaut 

                  The students will be able to:
· Imagine life at the time of Israel’s founding and meet its politicians, pioneers, farmers, and generals  (Torah Aura: The Story)

· Recognize and explain appropriate vocabulary for the holiday

April 29


Shavuot 

The students will be able to:
· Recall the story of Ruth and Naomi.

· Connect the friendship between Ruth and Naomi with previous discussions of friendship.

· Identify the Book of Ruth as a Megillah.

· Explain the association of the Book of Ruth and Shavuot.

· Listen to the midrash that tells the story of why God chose Mt. Sinai as the one on which the Torah was given (Torah Aura: Why God Chose Mt. Sinai)
· Recognize and explain appropriate vocabulary for the holiday

May 6         
                  Year End in Review
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