COMPARATIVE JUDAISM

GRADES 7/8 ~ TRIMESTER I:  August 28 - October 23, 2011

Week 1 ~ August 28
· What does being Jewish mean

· Jewish ideas, philosophies, concepts and beliefs

· A day of Jewish questions and answers.

· The students will participate in a pre-test about what they know and don’t know.  

· The students will be asked to write and pose questions about Judaism they would like answered.
Week 2 ~ September 11
· How and when did Reform Judaism begin?  What were the reasons and who were the founders.
· Who were Leopold Kunz, Rabbi Abraham Geiger, and Rabbi Isaac Mayer Wise?
· Who is the Reform movement today?  How has reform changed from its inception?
· What is the URJ (UAHC)?  

· HUC-JIR?

· CCAR?  ACC?

Week 3 ~ September 18

· What do Reform Jews believe?

· Tenets

· Current issues?

· How are we different from other Jews?

· Reform Judaism:  maximalism vs. minimalism?
· Who am I as a reform Jew?  Right or left of center.

Week 4 ~ September 25
· Conservative and Reconstructionist Judaism.
· Beliefs and practices

· Compare Traditional vs. Reform

· Concepts of Halachah/religious practices
· Who were Zachariah Frankel, Isaac Lesser, Sabato Morais, Solomon Schechter,  Rabbi Alexander Kohut, Emile Durkheim, Rabbi Mordechai Kaplan
· What is the United Synagogue of America – then and now?

Week 5 ~ October 2 

· Orthodox Judaism
· What does Orthodox mean?
· Yeshiva, Orthodox Rabbis

· Kashrut, rules of Shabbat, mikveh
· Lubavitcher Rebbe, Baal Shem Tov, Hasidism, modern Orthodoxy
Week 6 ~ October 9 
· Visit to the Orthodox Shul or Chabad House or Kosher Cajun
· Compare and contrast the worship space OR
· Visit a kosher kitchen

Week 7 ~ October 16 
· Complete a group project about one aspect of Judaism and compare and contrast how Reform, Conservative, Orthodox Judaism is the same or differs.  
· Research the topic

· Teach others about your topic

· Discuss how this issue feels to you.

Week 8 ~ October 23
· Answer the questions/pre-test from the first day. 

· Ask additional questions to the Rabbi about Reform Judaism.

· Rate yourself on a continuum of how you feel about issues and how you fit in to Reform Judaism or other sects. 

· Play a game or other activity that as a review of the trimester. 

