An Overview of 7th/8th Grade Curriculum ~ 2011 - 2012
This year both 7th and 8th graders will work together on an exploration of Judaism.  For the first Trimester students will study Comparative Judaism with teachers Rebecca Russell and Sarah Joselow.   

The topics for each week will include subjects such as:

· What does being Jewish mean? Jewish ideas, philosophies, concepts and beliefs.
· How and when did Reform Judaism begin?  What it’s all about, who were the founders?  What is Reform Judaism today?

· What do we believe as Reform Jews?

· Conservative and Reconstructionist Judaism
· Orthodox Judaism
· Visit to an Orthodox Shul, Kashrut

· Answer our own personal questions about Judaism – why we believe what we do and how we can grow as individuals with our identity and beliefs.

The second trimester will focus on Comparative Religions.  Now that our students understand the intricacies of Judaism, they can discover the similarities to and differences from other religions. 

This exploration will be through field trips, visits, and speakers.   A class overview will be sent out closer to the start of Trimester II. The class will be taught by Sarah Roy and Sarah Joselow. 

Our final trimester will be about Jewish Supernatural.  Topics such as Kabbalah, the golem, dybbuk, and other mystical subjects will be covered by Dr. Monica Edelstein and Sarah Joselow. 
