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Uptown Hebrew is the afternoon Hebrew component for Touro Synagogue’s Religious Education program. Our aim is to promote and facilitate education in the Hebrew language, Jewish liturgy and literature, Torah, and the vocabulary of Jewish life. 
The Hebrew language is a central thread linking world Jewry past, present, and future. Knowledge of the Hebrew language, with an emphasis on mechanical reading skills and vocabulary, is a pre-requisite for Bar and Bat Mitzvah. Uptown Hebrew can provide an essential part of that preparation.
Please call Touro Synagogue’s Director of Education, Eileen Hamilton for more information or with any other concerns. 




THE SCOPE OF THE PROGRAM
Students begin the program of studies in the third grade and complete the full program by the seventh grade. The program consists of four years of study from Level I to Level IV, or Kitah Alef through Kitah Dalet.

PROGRAM OBJECTIVES

Upon successful completion of the Uptown Hebrew program of studies the student will be able to:

· Recognize Hebrew letter characters and vowels 

· Read Hebrew in the block print form

· Identify basic roots of many Hebrew words

· Utilize grammar skills in Hebrew

· Identify Hebrew as the language of our Torah as well as the modern language

      of Israel

· Write in Hebrew script 

· Identify with the Torah as our Holy Scriptures

· Learn and practice worship skills and liturgy

· Work cooperatively with other Jewish students

· Define and correctly use Hebrew holiday vocabulary

· Experience a degree of comfort and familiarity with our Siddur - prayer book

· Celebrate and observe Jewish holidays and customs as a member of the whole community of learners 

· Participate in the practice of Jewish observances in the home and synagogue 

GENERAL GUIDELINES 
· Uptown Hebrew begins at 4:00pm. Students should arrive in time for the 

4:00pm start.
· Snacks and drinks should be purchased and eaten before the beginning of 
school.  Snacks and drinks will be allowed in the classroom at the discretion of the teacher.

· Snacks can be purchased before school only. 

· Students should notify their teacher of any needs they have while at Uptown Hebrew. 

· Absences should be reported to Touro Synagogue at 895-4843.

· When planning to pick your child(ren) up early, please send a note to the 

teacher.

· Dismissal is at 5:30pm and is from the St. Charles Avenue exit. For the safety of all 
concerned, we ask that you please REMAIN IN YOUR CARS while the teachers bring 
your child(ren) to you. 

· Please arrive on time and pick up your child(ren) no later than 5:35pm.

· Students will not be released to a different location for pick-up unless you 

have sent a note giving your explicit permission.
ATTENDANCE

All students are expected to maintain regular class attendance. Regular attendance enables the student to experience the full benefits of the program, and ensures continuity and a smooth progression from one level to the next. Parents will be contacted if attendance falls below this expectation.  Students with exemplary attendance will be honored with an Attendance Award at the end of the year.

ACADEMIC POLICIES
· School Supplies... will be provided by the school. These materials will include: 
book/workbook, folders, pencils, and art supplies as needed. Once these have been 
distributed, students are expected to come to every class with all their materials.  The 
cost of replacing lost textbooks will be the responsibility of the family.
· Homework… will be given for the purpose of reinforcing lessons learned in class.

· Progress Reports… will be sent home mid-year and at the end of the year.

· Achievement Awards… will be distributed at the end of the year.


KITAH ALEF – LEVEL I 
(Open to 3rd & 4th Grade Students only)
TEXTS:  Shalom Uvrachah – Primer, Behrman House, 2005
  
      Kol Yisrael 1 – The Prayers of Our People, Behrman House, 2009
OBJECTIVES:

· Students will learn decoding without writing, using key cultural words and concepts.
· Vowel sounds will be systematically introduced in small, manageable increment.
·  Students will experience a fun-filled learning adventure with Batya, Ben, and their talking  
 fish, Doug. 
· Students will move from the book to computer-based reinforcement exercises and   games. Clues planted throughout the book lead to solving Hebrew puzzles online. Interactive audio helps with pronunciation and reading fluency.
THE FOLLOWING PRAYERS WILL ALSO BE INTRODUCED:
· Morning Blessings
· Blessing After  Eating (Birkat Hamazon)
KITAH BET – LEVEL II   
(Open to 4th and 5th Grade students only)
TEXTS:  Hineini I Textbook & Hineini I Workbook, Behrman House, 2008

      Mahir Script Writing Book

OBJECTIVES:
· Students will learn about community and explore their synagogue.
· Students will continue to practice their Hebrew decoding skills, explore Torah teaching and learn vocabulary they can use every day.
· Students will cover ten key prayers, focusing on one or two key phrases in each.
· Students will also become familiar with the structure of the Shabbat Service and the origin of the prayers.
THE FOLLOWING PRAYERS AND LITURGY WILL BE INTRODUCED:
· Shabbat Morning Service Opening Prayers

· Basic Blessings 
· Modeh Ani / Morning Blessing
· Barchu

· Maariv Aravim

· Yotzier Or

· Shema

· V’Ahavta

· Mi Chamocha

· Shalom Aleichim

· Kiddush

KITAH GIMMEL – LEVEL III
(Open to 5th and 6th Grade students only)
TEXT:  Hineini II Textbook & Workbook, Behrman House, 2008
                Mahir Script Writing Book

OBJECTIVES:


· Students will continue to become comfortable with reading the prayers.
· With each prayer students will focus on one or two key prayer phrases and the meaning of the prayer.

THE FOLLOWING PRAYERS WILL BE INTRODUCED:

· Avot v’imahot

· Gevurot

· Kedushah

· Sim Shalom 

· Shalom Rav 

· Ein Keloheinu

· Aleinu

· Kaddish

· Adom Olam

· V’Shamru

KITAH DALET – LEVEL IV  
(Open to 6th and 7th Grade students only)  
TEXTS:  Journeys Through the Siddur: Torah and Concluding Service – Textbook & 


      Classroom Workbook, Torah Aura, 2000
                   Touro Synagogue Prayer Packet
OBJECTIVES:

· Students will continue to become comfortable with reading the prayers

· With each prayer students will focus on one or two key prayer phrases and the meaning    

of the prayer


THE FOLLOWING PRAYERS AND LITURGY WILL BE INTRODUCED:
· Ma Tovu

· Torah Service

· Torah Blessings

· Haftarah Blessings

· Ashrei

· Psalm 29

· Ahavat Olam

· Lecha Dodi

· Havdalah

· Birkat Hamazon

Touro Synagogue’s �Midweek �Hebrew School �Wednesdays 


4:00 – 5:30pm














Uptown Hebrew Students �are expected to:





Arrive between 3:30pm and 3:50pm to be in the classroom and ready to work by 4:00pm�


Arrive prepared with all materials --- textbooks, notebooks etc.





Enjoy gathering with friends before class in the snack room





Buy a snack or drink with enough time to consume it before class





Treat the staff and teachers of the synagogue with kavod – respect





Treat classmates with kavod – respect





Treat the rooms and resources of the synagogue with kavod – respect





Remain on campus at all times until being picked up from the Uptown Hebrew program by a parent or designated adult





Wait to leave until after Tefillah, and wait to be dismissed by a staff member at the �St. Charles Avenue exit
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