Magic, Mystics, and Monsters:  
Exploring Judaism’s Supernatural
Instructor:  Dr. Monica Edelstein

Trimester III – grades 7/8

Week 1 ~ January 29

· Gematria.  Using their Hebrew names, the students will research its Hebrew meaning and calculate the numerical value of each of the letters in total. 

February 5 ~ B’yachad

February 12 & 19 ~ Mardi Gras Break
Week 2 ~ February 26
· Introduction to Kabbalah.  The students will focus on the 10 spherot of kabbalistic teachings. 

Week 3 ~ March 4 

· Kabbalah continued.  Project continued. 

Week 4 ~ March 11

· Alchemy:  The Rambam, the zodiac, horoscopes, the calendar and celestials.  The students will experience the StarLab. 
Week 5 ~ March 18
· Magic and Jewish folk tales.  Students will write their own original folk tales. 

Week 6 ~ March 25

· Elijah:  his significance, tales, and his role at Pesach.
April 8 ~ No school for Pesach
Week 7 ~ April 15

· Blood libel, the Golem, the Dybbuk and other scary tales. 
Week 8 ~ April 22

· Blood libel, the Golem, the Dybbuk and other scary tales continued. 

Week 9 ~ April 29

· Amulets, hamsas, and mezzuzot.
